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The Zambia Statistics Agency (ZamStats) in collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Security
(MLSS), successfully conducted the 2023 Labour Force Survey (LFS), which included a module on child
labour that was designed to comprehensively assess the 2023 child labour situation in the country. The
findings provided in this 2023 child Labour report are essential to support evidence-based decision making
by the Government, the private sector, the academia and the public all aimed at eliminating child labour
and its worst forms.

The indicators highlighted in this report serve as vital tools for monitoring and evaluating progress made
towards elimination of child labour. They also contribute to assessing Government’s commitment towards
improving the well-being of every child in the country.

The Agency acknowledges with gratitude the financial support received from the Government of the
Republic of Zambia through Ministry of Labour and Social Security, as well as the professional and technical
assistance provided by International Labour Office (ILO).

Further, the Agency would like to thank all households who took partin the survey for their cooperation and
for the time they devoted to the interviews. Furthermore, sincere gratitude and appriciation is extended to
the community leaders and the Ministry of Education for their invaluable assistance to the field teams for
the success of thisimportant national exercise. Our appreciation also goes to the field personnel, provincial
and national statistical officers for the meticulous manner in which they discharged their duties.

Finally, ZamStats acknowledges the devoted services of the Regional Statisticians, the report writers from
both the Ministry of Labour Planning Department and the Zambia Statistics agency Labour unit, as well as
all other officers who contributed greatly in numerous ways to the successful implementation of the survey
and subsequent production of this child labour report.

S usa

Sheila S. Mudenda
Acting Statistician General
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SUMMARY OF 2023 CHILD LABOUR IN ZRMBIA

Population and
Education
Population

Age distribution

Provincial distribution

School Attendance

Literacy rate
Dropout rate

Main Reasons for
dropping out
Working children

Engaged in work

Provincial distribution

Paid work

Average weekly hours

Own-Use Production
Work

Zambia had 7,066,766 children aged 5-17 years, with females at 50.1 percent and males at 49.9
percent.

55.3 percent were in age group 5-11 years, 24.0 percent (12-14 years) and 20.7 percent (15-17
years).

Lusaka (13.8 percent), Southern (13.2 percent), and Copperbelt (12.4 percent) had the highest
shares.

6,075,515 children had attended school; 5,686,940 were currently attending (51.3 percent
female and 48.7 percent male).

59.6 percent overall, females at 60.7 percent and males at 58.5 percent.
6.0 percent overall (males at 6.5 percent, females at 5.5 percent).

Not interested in school (49.9 percent) and Cannot afford school cost (22.3 percent).

3,656,443 children were involved in work activities, with 61.8 percent living in rural areas.

Central (13.0 percent), Lusaka (12.6 percent), Northern and Southern (10.8 percent each) had
the highest shares.

Only 92,240 children were in paid work (Males at 74.7 percent, females at 25.3 percent).(57.7
percent in agriculture industry).

Overall 12.9 hours (urban areas with 15.5 hours and rural areas with 11.8 hours).

3,564,203 children (56.5 percent female, 43.5 percent male) participated, with rural areas
accounting for 61.6 percent, 38.4 percent in urban areas.

Most common home-based activities: cleaning, washing clothes, and caring for the sick.

Child Labour and Hazardous Work

Prevalence

Hazardous Child
Labour

xii

610,105 children (58.5 percent female, 41.5 percent male) were identified in child labour. (60.3
percentin rural areas and 39.7 percent in urban areas).

Muchinga Province had the highest prevalence (16.2 percent, lowest Copperbelt Province at 4.9
percent).

Lusaka had the largest share (15.2 percent), Northern and Copperbelt Provinces had the lowest
share at 7.0 percent each.

Unpaid home-based activities were predominant (88.7 percent of child labour cases).

272,432 children were engaged in hazardous work (51.3 percent female, 59.4 percent in rural
areas).

Southern Province had (the largest share 18.9 percent and Northern had the lowest at 3.1
percent).

Western Province had (the highest rate at 7.8 percent and Northern had the lowest at 1.2
percent).
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Child labour remains a significant challenge, particularly unpaid home-based work and hazardous labour
in rural areas.

Education accessibility and affordability contribute to dropout rates and reduced literacy.
Efforts are needed to address regional disparities, promote education, and eliminate child labour.

TRENDS IN CHILD-RELATED WORK ACTIVITIES BY RURAL/URBAN, ZAMBIA 2021710 2023

N Mode of 2021 2022 2023
I

measurement Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban
Total number of Number
children (5-17 6,369,168 | 3,886,240 | 2,482,928 | 6,535,597 | 3,960,245 | 2,575,352 | 7,066,766 | 4,170,469 | 2,896,297
years)
Current School Number

4,728,262 2,743,606 | 1,984,656 | 5,113,514 | 2,946,266 | 2,167,248 | 5,686,940 | 3,208,943 | 2,477,997

attendance
Children notin Number 444,426 | 283,186 | 161240 | 331,714 | 242,134 | 89,580 | 363,575 | 248,603 | 114,972
school (drop outs)
Working children  |Number 3,177,876 | 2,077,060 | 1,100,815 | 3,234,643 | 2,127,818 | 1,106,824 | 3,656,444 | 2,260,728 | 1,395,716
Sc‘;:ire”'”pa'd Number 114,812 | 77,927 | 36885 | 64231 | 46616 | 17,615 | 92240 | 66579 | 25661

Children in own use |Number

production work 3,063,064 | 1,999,134 | 1,063,930 | 3,170,412 | 2,081,203 | 1,089,209 | 3,564,203 | 2,194,147 | 1,370,056

Child labour Number 542242 | 342,079 | 200,162 | 531,019 | 335715 | 195304 | 610,105 | 368,125 | 241,980
:gggﬂ‘fre'atedd‘”d Number 71,681 | 49853 | 21,828 | 37,518 | 25952 | 11566 | 68574 | 50872 | 17,702

Non income related | Number 467,698 | 290,760 | 176,938 | 486,857 | 306,012 | 180,845 | 540,778 | 316,500 | 224,278

child labour

Children in Number 216,945 | 136,557 | 80,388 | 219,230 | 133,068 | 86,163 | 272,432 | 161,697 | 110,735
hazardous work

Rate

School dropout rate | percent 8.5 9.3 74 6.1 7.6 3.9 6 7.2 44

Working children to | percent

J chriar 499 534 443 495 53.7 43 51.7 54.2 482
population ratio

Child labour percent 8.5 88 8.1 8.1 8.5 76 86 88 8.4
prevalence rate

gatzardws work percent 34 35 3.2 34 3.4 3.3 39 3.9 3.8

TRENDS IN CHILD-RELATED WORK ACTIVITIES BY SEX, ZAMBIA 2021T0 2023

. Mode of 2021 2022 2023
Indicator

measurement Male Female Male Female Male Female
All Children Number 3,190,318| 3,178,851| 3,298,183| 3,237,414| 3,532,390 3,534,376
School attendance Number 2,336,612| 2,391,650 2,539,407 2,574,107 2,770,099 2,916,842
Children not in school (Drop outs) Number 232,774 211,652 170,252 161,463 193,382 170,193
Working children Number 1,420,878| 1,756,997 1,455,992 1,778,651 1,618,106 2,038,338
Children in paid work Number 65,690 49,122 41,550 22,681 68,878 23,362
Children in own use production work Number 1,355,188 1,707,876\ 1,414,442| 1,755969| 1,549,228 2,014,976
Child labour Number 198,037 344,205 219,619 311,400 252,939 357,165
Income related child labour Number 37,521 34,160 25,588 11,929 54,008 14,567
Non income related child labour Number 158,780 308,918 192,770 294,087 198,932 341,846
Children in Hazardous work Number 104,998 111,948 109,892 109,338 132,632 139,800
Rate
School dropout rate percent 9.0 8.1 6.3 59 6.5 55
Working children to population ratio percent 445 553 44.1 54.9 45.8 57.7
Child labour prevalence rate percent 6.2 10.8 6.7 9.6 7.2 10.1
Hazardous work rate percent 33 35 33 34 3.8 4.0
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CHAPTER ONE:
BACKGROUND

1.1 Introduction

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund), over 160 million children worldwide were engaged
in child labour (UNICEF, 2023). Of this number 49.3 percent are exposed to extreme and hazardous
work that puts their safety, health and moral progress at risk. While the percentage of children
subjected to harmful and degrading labour has remained static during the period 2016-2020, the
numerical figure increased by 8 million young persons; with 81 percent of this number classified as
enduring hazardous work (ILO, 2021).

According to the International Labour Organization, it is estimated that around 72 million children
aged 5-17 years are engaged in child labour in Africa. This number reflects various forms of work,
including agriculture, mining and domestic roles.

These statistics suggest that little to no progress has been made in arresting the increase in child
labour or dealing with its underlying causes. These children face health risks and endure long-term
physical and psychological hardships.

In Zambia, child labour remains a prominent concern, with children subjected to various forms of
exploitation, including commercial sexual exploitation, forced labour in agriculture, and trafficking
of children from rural to urban areas for domestic work (ILO, 2022; U.S. Department of State, 2022;
ILO Committee of Experts, 2021a).

1.2 Methodology

In this report, measurement of estimates on working children and child labour was determined on
the basis of data collected through the 2023 Labour Force Survey (LFS), via a child labour module in
the survey (for a detailed LFS methodology, see Appendix A).

However, it is worth noting that in order to identify working children (aged 5 to 17 years), a question
pertaining to the presence of children engaged in work activities during the reference period in
households were asked during the listing stage of the survey.

Furthermore, a subset of the 2023 Labour Force Survey dataset, consisting of observations for
children aged 5 to 17 years only was set aside for analysis. As far as possible, the ILO guidelines,
particularly resolution Il of the 18th International Conference of Labour Statisticians (ICLS), 2008
System of National Accounts (SNA) and the national laws were used as the foundation guiding the
construction of various child-related indicators including number of children in market and non-
market economic activities; number of children in child labour; child labour rate and number of
children in hazardous work, among others.
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In view of the fact that child labour is a complex phenomenon whose prevalence could best be
determined by a stand-alone child labour survey and/or by administrative data processes, the
selection of questions for consideration in the LFS was cautiously done, to realistically capture the
problem. It is therefore on the basis of the selected questions that the concepts of working children
and child labour were built.

1.3 Limitations

The sample design is not a fully child-inclined one, as no criterion was used to select children to be
the main respondents. Households decided who the main respondent in the survey is, as such in a lot
of cases, children did not directly participate in the interviews as main respondents. Secondly, only
a limited number of questions on children’s affairs were included in the survey.



2023 Child Labour Survey Report
CHAPTERTWO

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

Child literacy refers to the ability to read and write in any language.

Literacy rate refers to the number of literate persons to the total number of persons eligible for
literacy assessment expressed as percentage.

School attendance refers to the attendance of children at any accredited educational institution or
programme, whether public or private, for organized learning at any level of education.

Working children to population ratio is a proportion of a country’s working children to the total
population of children aged 5-17 years expressed as a percentage.

Children who ever attended school refer to those who are no longer in school but were once attending
school plus those children who are currently in school.

Children currently attending school refers to individuals who are currently enrolled to a school or
training program with the view of receiving knowledge or skills either on a part-time or full-time
basis at a time of the survey.

Educational attainment refers to the highest level of education that an individual has completed.

Children not in school (dropouts) refers to the proportion of school-age children who are not
attending school due to various reasons.

Never attending school refers to zero days of interacting with learning processes in any formal
school setting for purposes of gaining skills or knowledge.

Own use production work refers to work activities that involve production of goods or providing
services solely or mainly for own consumption.

Child labour refers to the engagement by children in prohibited work.

Child labour prevalence rate refers to the percentage of children in child labour aged 5-17 years to
the total population aged 5-17 years.

Hazardous work refers to work which by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is
likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.
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CHAPTER THREE
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

3.1 Introduction

This chapter provides an overview of demographic characteristics of the population aged 5-17 years.
It focuses on population size, age structure and child headed households by rural/urban.

Table 3.1 shows the number and percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by rural/urban.
Of the 7,066,766 children aged 5-17 years, 59.0 percent were in rural areas while 41.0 percent were
in urban areas.

Rural/Urban Children aged 5-17 years
Number percent
Total 7,066,766 100.0
Rural 4,170,469 59.0
Urban 2,896,297 41.0

Figure 3.1 shows percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by sex and rural/urban. At
national level, female children accounted for 50.1 percent while male children accounted for 49.9
percent. In urban areas, 51.1 percent of children were female while 48.9 percent were male. In rural
areas, 50.7 percent were male and 49.3 percent were female.

Figure 3.1: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) by Rural/Urban and Sex, Zambia 2023

Rural 50.7 49.3
Urban 48.9 51.1

H Male Female
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Figure 3.2 shows the percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 years by province. Lusaka Province
had the highest percentage share of children at 13.8 percent followed by Southern Province at 13.2
percent. Muchinga Province had the lowest percentage share at 4.9 percent.

Figure 3.2: Percentage Distribution of Children aged 5-17 years by Province, Zambia 2023
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Table 3.2 shows the number and percentage distribution of children aged 5-17 by age group and
sex. Of the total children aged 5-17 years, 55.3 percent were in the age group 5-11 years. The age
groups12-14 years and 15-17 years accounted for 24.0 percent and 20.7 percent, respectively.

Table 3.2: Number and Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) by Age group and Sex, Zambia
2023

Total Male Female
Age Group
Number percent Number percent Number percent
Total 7,066,766 100.0 3,532,390 100.0 3,534,376 100.0
5-11 3,908,005 553 1,963,980 55.6 1,944,025 55.0
12-14 1,697,269 24.0 843,989 239 853,280 24.1
15-17 1,461,492 20.7 724,421 20.5 737,071 20.9

3.2 Child-headed households

One of the demographic characteristics of the population in this survey was child headship. Based on
the estimation of the number of households, some households were under the headship of children.
Table 3.3 shows number and percentage distribution of households and child headed households by
rural/urban. There were 4,394,746 households, of which 2,546 were headed by children. Of the total
child headed households, 53.5 percent were in rural areas while 46.5 were in urban areas.
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Total households Child headed households
Rural/Urban
Number Number percent
Total 4,394,746 2,546 100.0
Rural 2,368,235 1,363 53.5
urban 2,026,511 1,183 46.5

Figure 3.3 shows percentage distribution of child headed households by sex and rural/urban. At
national level, 86.8 percent of child headed households were headed by females while male headed

households accounted for 13.2 percent. In rural areas, 75.3 percent were female headed while 24.7
percent were male-headed.

Figure 3.3: Percentage Distribution of Child Headed Households by Rural/Urban and Sex, Zambia 2023
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CHAPTER FOUR

EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents findings on education characteristics (literacy, current school attendance,
school dropout, never attended school and reasons for not attending school) of children aged 5-17
years.

4.2 Child literacy
Table 4.1 shows the number and percentage distribution of literate children aged 5-17 years by rural/

urban and sex. The literate child population was estimated at 3,623,171, of which 50.9 percent were
in urban areas and 49.1 percent were in rural areas.

Both Sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 3,623,171 100.0 1,741,662 1,881,509
Rural 1,779,140 49.1 862,499 916,641
Urban 1,844,031 50.9 879,163 964,868

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.1 shows the percentage distribution of literate children aged 5-17 years by sex and rural/
urban. At national level, females accounted for 51.9 percent of the literate children while males
accounted for 48.1 percent. In both urban and rural areas, there were more females at 52.3 and 51.5
percent, respectively.

Figure 4.1: Percentage Distribution of Literate Children Aged 5-17 years by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia
2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 4.2 shows the percentage distribution of literate children (5-17 years) by province. Lusaka
Province had the highest percentage share of literate children at 16.8 percent followed by Copperbelt
Province at 16.5 percent. Muchinga Province had the lowest percentage share at 4.1 percent.

Figure 4.2: Percentage Distribution of Literate Children (5-17 years) by Province, Zambia 2023
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4.3 Child Literacy rate

Figure 4.3 shows child literacy rate (5-17 years) by sex and age group of children aged 5-17 years.
The total literacy rate among the children aged 5-17 years was 59.6 percent. Females had a higher
literacy rate than males at 60.7 percent and 58.5 percent, respectively. The age group 15-17 years
had the highest literacy rate at 89.6 percent while age group 5-11 years had the lowest rate at 36.2
percent.

Figure 4.3: Child Literacy rate (5-17 years) by Sex and Age Group, Zambia 2023
89.6 gg3 90.9
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 4.4 shows child literacy rate (5-17 years) by age group and rural/urban. Urban areas had a
higher literacy rate than rural areas at 70.6 percent and 51.4 percent, respectively. Across all age
groups, urban areas had a higher literacy rate than rural areas.

Figure 4.4: Child literacy rate (5-17 years) by rural/urban and age group, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.5 shows the child literacy rate by province. Lusaka Province had the highest child literacy
rate at 90.8 percent followed by Copperbelt Province at 89.4 percent. Muchinga Province had the
lowest rate at 22.0 percent.

Figure 4.5: Child Literacy Rate (5-17 years) by Province, Zambia 2023
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4.4 School attendance

Figure 4.6: Children participating in school activities, Zambia 2023
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4.5 Children ever attended school

Table 4.2 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that ever-attended
school by rural/urban and sex. Of the 6,075,515 children who ever attended school, 57.0 percent
were in rural areas and 43.0 percent in urban areas.

Total Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number Percent Number Number
Total 6,075,515 100.0 2,975,587 3,099,928
Rural 3,462,866 57.0 1,719,820 1,743,046
Urban 2,612,649 43.0 1,255,767 1,356,882

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.7 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that ever-attended school by
sex and rural/urban. At national level, female children who ever attended school accounted for 51.0
percent while male accounted for 49.0 percent. There were more female than male children who
ever attended school in both urban and rural areas at 51.9 percent and 50.3 percent.
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Figure 4.7: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) that Ever-Attended School by Sex and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2023

51.0 51.9
49.0 49.7 50.3 48.1

Total Rural Urban

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.8 shows the proportion of children (5-17 years) that ever attended school by sex and rural/
urban. At national level, the proportion of children who ever attended school was 86.0 percent. Fe-
males had a higher proportion of children who ever attended school than males at 87.7 percent and
84.2 percent, respectively. In the urban areas, the proportion of children who ever attended school
was 90.2 percent while in rural areas, the proportion was 83.0 percent. In both rural and urban areas,
the proportion of female children who ever attended school was higher than males.

Figure 4.8: Proportion of children (5-17 years) that had ever attended school by sex and rural/urban, Zambia

2023
90.2 88.6 91.7
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 4.9 shows proportion of children (5-17 years) that ever attended school by age group. The age
group 15-17 years had the highest proportion of children who ever attended school at 97.3 percent
while the age group 5-11 years had the lowest proportion at 76.8 percent.

Figure 4.9: Proportion of children (5-17 years) that Ever Attended School by Age group, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.10 shows proportion of children that ever attended school by province. Lusaka, Copperbelt,
Southern and North Western provinces had proportions of children that ever attended school above
the national average of 86.0 percent. Lusaka Province had the highest proportion of children that
ever attended school at 92.9 percent while Eastern Province had the lowest at 78.7 percent.

Figure 4.10: Proportion of Children that Ever Attended School by Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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4.6 Current school attendance

This section provides an overview of the number of children who were currently attending school at
the time of the survey and their characteristics.

Table 4.3 shows the number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that were currently
attending school by sex and rural/urban. Of the 5,686,940 children attending school, 56.4 percent
were in rural areas while 43.6 percent were in urban areas.

Both sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 5,686,940 100.0 2,770,098 2,916,842
Rural 3,208,943 56.4 1,583,303 1,625,640
Urban 2,477,997 43.6 1,186,795 1,291,202

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.11 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that were currently attending
school by sex and rural/urban. Among all the children that were currently attending school, females
accounted for 51.3 percent while males accounted for 48.7 percent. In the rural areas, females
accounted for 50.7 percent while males accounted for 49.3 percent. In the urban areas, females and
males accounted for 52.1 percent and 47.9 percent, respectively.

Figure 4.11: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) that were Attending School by Sex and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2023
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Figure 4.12 shows proportion of children that were currently attending school by sex and rural/
urban. At national level there were more girls currently attending school at 94.1 percent than girls
at 93.1 percent. There a slight difference between boys and girls currently attending school both in
rural and urban areas.

Figure 4.12: Proportion of Children (5-17 years) that were Currently Attending School by Sex and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.13 shows proportion of children (5-17 years) that were currently attending school by age
group. The age group 5-11 years had the highest proportion of children that were currently attending
school at 98.8 percent while the age group 15-17 years had the lowest at 81.2 percent.

Figure 4.13: Proportion of Children (5-17 years) that were Currently Attending School by Age group, Zambia

2023

12-14 15-17

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 4.14 shows the proportion of children (5-17 years) that were currently attending school by
province. Copperbelt, North Western, Central and Western Provinces had proportions of children
that were currently attending school above the national average of 93.6 percent. Copperbelt Province
had the highest proportion of children currently attending school at 96.5 percent while Northern
Province had the lowest at 91.3 percent.

Figure 4.14: Proportion of Children (5-17 years) that were Currently Attending School by Province, Zambia
2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.15 the shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) currently not attending school
by reason. For both males and females, lack of interest in school was the highest reported reason for
currently not attending school at 52.4 percent and 40.3 percent, respectively.

Figure 4.15: Percentage distribution of Children (5-17 years) Currently Not Attending School by Reason,
Zambia 2023
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4.7 Educational Attainment

In this section, education attainment entails the highest level of education that an individual has

completed regardless of the duration in school.

Table 4.4 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) by highest educational
level attained and sex. Children that attained grade 1-7 had the highest percentage share at 69.0

percent while those that attained nursery or none had the lowest at 18.4 percent.

Educational Total Male Female

attainment Number Percent Number Number
Total 6,075,515 100.0 2,975,587 3,099,928
Nursery/None 1,117,462 18.4 545,426 572,036
Grade 1-7 4,191,417 69.0 2,088,383 2,103,034
Grade 8-12 766,636 12.6 341,778 424,858

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.16 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) by sex and highest educational
level attained. In all levels of education attainment, females had a higher percentage than males.

Figure 4.16: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) by Sex and Highest Educational Level Attained,

Zambia 2023
55.4
48.8 49.8 50.2
Nursery/None Grade 1-7
H Male Female
Both sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban

Number percent Number Number
Total 363,575 100.0 193,382 170,193
Rural 248,603 68.4 134,064 114,539
Urban 114,972 31.6 59,318 55,654

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 4.17 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that dropped out of school by sex
and rural/urban. At national level, males accounted for 53.2 percent of the children that dropped out of

school at 53.2 percent while females accounted for 46.8 percent. There were more male than female
children that dropped out of school in both rural and urban areas at 53.9 percent and 51.6 percent.

Figure 4.17: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) that Dropped out of School by Sex and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
4.9 School Drop-out rate

The drop-out is calculated as a ratio of those who dropped out of school to the total number of
children who ever attended school expressed as a percentage.

Figure 4.18 shows the drop-out rate of children (5-17 years) by sex and rural/urban. At national level,
the dropout rate was 6.0 percent. Males had a higher drop-out rate than females at 6.5 percent and
5.5 percent, respectively. In rural areas, the drop-out rate was 7.2 percent while in urban areas, the
rate was 4.4 percent.

Figure 4.18: School Drop-out Rate of Children (5-17 Years) by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2023
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4.10 Reasons for dropping out of school

Figure 4.19 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that dropped out of school
by reason. The lack of interest in school was the highest reason given for children dropping out
of school at 49.9 percent while the least reported reasons were family not allowing schooling and
differently abled (disabled) at 0.4 percent each.

Figure 4.19: Percentage Distribution of Children that Dropped Out School by Reason, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.20 shows percentage distribution of children that dropped out of school by sex and reason.
There were more males than female children that dropped out of school in all reasons except those
that reported family responsibilities, illness, got married, pregnancy and help at home.

Figure 4.20: Percentage Distribution of Children that Dropped Out of School by Sex and Reason, Zambia
2023
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18



2023 Child Labour Survey Report

4.11 Children who Never Attended School

This section provides an overview of the number of children who never attended school at the time
of the survey and their characteristics.

Table 4.6 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) who had never attended
school by rural/urban and sex. There was an estimated 991,251 children that never attended school,
of which 71.4 percent were in rural areas while 28.6 percent were in urban areas.

Both Sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 991,251 100 556,802 434,449
Rural 707,603 714 395,188 312,415
Urban 283,648 28.6 161,614 122,034

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.21 shows percentage distribution of children that never attended school by sex and rural/
urban. Among the children that never attended school, males accounted for 56.2 percent while
females accounted for 43.8 percent. In both rural and urban areas, males had a higher percent of
children that never attended school at 55.8 percent and 57.0 percent, respectively.

Figure 4.21: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) that Never Attended School by Sex and Rural/
Urban, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 4.22 shows proportion of children who never attended school by sex and rural/urban. The
overall proportion of children that never attended school was 14.0 percent, with males having a higher
proportion at 15.8 percent than females at 12.3 percent. The proportion children who never attended
school in rural areas was higher than urban areas at 17.0 percent and 9.8 percent, respectively.
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Figure 4.22: Proportion of Children (5-17 Years) that Never Attended School by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia
2023
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Figure 4.23 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that never attended school by age
group. The age group 5-11 years had the highest proportion of children that never attended school at
91.3 percent while the age group 15-17 years had the lowest at 4.0 percent.

Figure 4.23: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) that Never Attended School by Age group,
Zambia 2023
91.3

4.7 4.0

5-11 12-14 15-17

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
Figure 4.24 shows percentage share of children who never attended school by province. Eastern

Province had the highest percentage share of children that never attended school at 16.3 percent,
followed by Northern Province at 14.7 percent. Muchinga Province had the lowest share at 5.5 percent.
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Figure 4.24: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) that Never Attended School by Province, Zambia
2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
4.12 Reason for Never Attending School

Figure 4.25 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) that never attended school by
reason. The most reported reason for never attending school was under-age at 67.4 percent while
the least was to work for pay or family business at 0.5 percent.

Figure 4.25: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) that Never Attended School by Reason,

Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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CHAPTER FIVE:
WORKING CHILDREN

5.3 Introduction

Working children is defined as all children 5-17 years of age who, during A specified reference period
were either in paid employment or engaged in home-based activities (i.e,, own use production work)

or were in both.

Figure 5.1: Working children participating in market and non-market activities, Zambia 2023
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Table 5.1 shows number and percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) by rural/urban
and sex. The number of working children was 3,656,444, of which 61.8 percent were in rural areas

and 38.2 percent were in urban areas.

Both Sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number Percent Count Count
Total 3,656,444 100.0 1,618,106 2,038,338
Rural 2,260,728 61.8 1,033,506 1,227,222
Urban 1,395,716 38.2 584,600 811,116

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

22




Sot

Child Labour Survey Report

Figure 5.2 shows percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) by sex and rural/urban. Of
the total working children, 55.7 percent were female while 44.3 percent were male. In rural areas,
females accounted for 54.3 percent while males accounted for 45.7 percent. In urban areas, females
accounted for 58.1 percent while males accounted for 41.9 percent.

Figure 5.2: Percentage Distribution of Working Children (5-17 Years) by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.3 shows percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) by province. Central
Province had the highest percentage share of working children at 13.0 percent followed by Lusaka
Province at 12.6 percent. The lowest percentage share of working children was in Muchinga Province
at 5.8 percent.

Figure 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Working Children (5-17 Years) by Province, Zambia 2023
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Figure 5.4 shows percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) by age group. The age
group 5-11 years had the highest percentage share of working children at 34.6 percent while the age
group 15-17 years had the lowest percentage share at 31.8 percent.

Figure 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Working Children (5-17 years) by Age group, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Table 5.2 shows the percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) by age group and
province. Lusaka Province had the highest percentage share of working children aged 15-17 years at
16.0 percent. In age groups 12-14 years and 5-11 years, Central Province had the highest percentage
share of working children at 14.5 percent and 12.2 percent, respectively.

. 5-11 years 12-14 years 15-17 years
Province

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 1,266,298 100 1,226,259 100 1,163,887 100
Central 183,040 14.5 149,995 12.2 141,294 12.1
Copperbelt 104,381 8.2 113,090 9.2 133,306 11.5
Eastern 122,057 9.6 109,957 9 88,242 7.6
Luapula 149,078 11.8 113,405 9.2 103,950 8.9
Lusaka 129,562 10.2 146,541 12 185,870 16
Muchinga 78,151 6.2 77,524 6.3 55,934 4.8
Northern 148,793 11.8 134,733 11 112,213 9.6
North Western 111,960 8.8 105,975 8.6 87,305 7.5
Southern 113,598 9 147,434 12 134,316 11.5
Western 125,678 9.9 127,606 10.4 121,457 10.4

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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5.4 Working children to population ratio

Figure 5.5 shows the working children to population ratio by rural/urban. The total working children
to population ratio was 51.7 percent. The working children to population ratio was higher in rural
areas than urban areas at 54.2 percent and 48.2 percent, respectively.

Figure 5.5: Working Children to Population Ratio by Rural/ Urban, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.6 shows working children to population ratio by sex and rural/urban. The working children to
population ratio for females was higher at 57.7 percent than males at 45.8 percent. In both rural and
urban areas, females had a higher working children to population ratio than males at 59.7 percent
and 54.8 percent, respectively.

Figure 5.6: Working Children to Population Ratio by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2023

57.7 59.7

54.8

48.9
45.8
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H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 5.7 shows working children to population ratio by province. All the provinces had working
children to population ratio above the national average (51.7 percent) except Lusaka, Southern,
Eastern, and Copperbelt Provinces.

Figure 5.7: Working Children to Population Ratio by Province, Zambia 2023

North Western 63.9
Western 62.9
Luapula 61.9
Muchinga 61.6
Central 60.1
Northern 54.2
rora! - | 1.7
Lusaka 47.5
Southern 42.4
Eastern 42.1
Copperbelt 40.1

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.8 shows working children to population ratio by sex and province. In all provinces, females
recorded higher working children to population ratios than males.

Figure 5.8: Working Children to Population Ratio by Sex and Province, Zambia 2023

64.4 64.1 66.3 66.5 66.4
59.8 613 59.3
56.3 54.4 sa7 287 oy 01
. 51.0
48.0
39.6
323 307 I 33.2
Central Copperbelt Eastern Luapula Lusaka Muchinga Northern NorthWestern Southern Western

B Male © Female
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

5.5 Working children (5-17 years) by education
This section presents an overview of children (5-17 years) who combined work and school.
Figure 5.9 shows percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) that were attending school.

Of the children that were attending school and working, 72.5 percent were in grade 1-7, 26.0 percent
were in grade 8-12 and 1.5 percent were in nursery.
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Figure 5.9: Percentage Distribution of Working Children that were Attending School, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.10 shows percentage distribution of working children (5-17 years) that were attending school
by sex. At all levels of schooling, there were more female than male children that were working and
attending school.

Figure 5.10: Percentage Distribution of Working Children (5-17 years) that were Attending School by Sex,
Zambia 2023

38.7 44.4 40.9
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Grade 8-12

B Male = Female

Nursery Grade 1-7 Tertiary

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

5.6 Children in paid work

Paid work refers to work performed to produce goods or provide services for an income in cash or
in-kind (such as housing, food, cloth, skills, etc).

Table 5.3 shows number and percentage distribution of children in paid work by sex and rural/urban.
There were 92,240 children in paid work of which 72.2 percent were in the rural areas while 27.8
percent were in urban areas.

Table 5.3: Number and percentage distribution children in paid work by sex and rural/ urban, Zambia 2023

Rural/Urban Both sexes Male Female
Number Percent Number Number
Total 92,240 100.0 68,878 23,362
Rural 66,579 72.2 50,373 16,206
Urban 25,661 27.8 18,505 7,156

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 5.11 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by sex and rural/
urban. Males accounted for 75.7 percent of children in paid work while females accounted for 25.3
percent. There were more male than female children in paid work in both rural and urban areas at
75.7 percent and 72.1 percent, respectively.

Figure 5.11: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia
2023

25.3 24.3 27.9

Total Rural Urban
H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.12 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by age group.
The age group 15-17 years had the highest percentage share of children in paid work at 59.8 percent
while age group 5-11 years accounted for the lowest share at 14.5 percent.

Figure 5.12: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Age group, Zambia 2023
14.5

59.8
] I

5-11 12-14 15-17

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.13 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by province. Eastern
Province had the highest percentage share of children in paid work at 26.8 percent followed by
Luapula Province at 17.0 percent. Northern Province had the lowest share at 2.7 percent.
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Figure 5.13: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.14 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by sex and province.
Across provinces, there were more male than female children in paid work. Muchinga and Northern
provinces had higher percentages for males than females.

Figure 5.14: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Sex and Province, Zambia 2023

21.2 24.2 19.8
. 29.7 28.5
31.0 91 39.4
I
Central Copperbelt Eastern Luapula Lusaka Muchinga Northern NorthWestern Southern Western

B Male = Female
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

5.7 Children in Paid Work by Industry

Figure 5.15 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by industry. Agriculture,
forestry and fishing industry accounted for the highest percentage share at 57.7 percent while the
mining and quarrying industry accounted for the lowest percentage share of 0.4 percent.

Fiaure 5.15: Number and Percentaage Distribution of Children (5-17 vears) in Paid Work by Industry, Zambia 2023

Agriculture 57.7
Trading 16.9
Other Industries 14.9
Construction 6.1

*Other industries include activities such as babysitting; hairdressing;
Manufacturing 4.0 housemaids, motor vehicle cleaners, hair washing/barber men,
Mining and Quarrying | 0.4 hammer mill operator, garbage collectors, etc.
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey 29
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Figure 5.16 shows the percentage distribution of children in paid work by sex and industry. In all the
industries, there were more males than females in paid work.

Figure 5.16: Percentage Distribution of Children in Paid Work by Sex and Industry, Zambia 2023
Other Industries 60.8 39.2
Agriculture 69.8 30.2
Trading 84.8 15.2

Manufacturing 10.0

Construction 100.0 0

Mining and Quarrying 100.0 0

H Male = Female
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

*Qther industries include activities such as babysitting; hairdressing; housemaids, motor vehicle cleaners, hair

washing/barber men, hammer mill operator, garbage collectors, etc.
5.8 Children in Paid Work by Status in Employment

Figure 5.17 shows distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by status in employment. Children
who were working for someone else for pay had the highest percentage share of children in paid
work at 58.6 percent while those in own account work had the lowest at 14.3 percent.

Figure 5.17: Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Status in Employment, Zambia 2023

Paid Workers 58.6

Assisting in family business 27.1

Own Account workers 14.3

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 5.18 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) by sex and status in
employment. In all work statuses, there were more male than female children. Children who were
working for someone else for pay, 82.3 percent were male while 17.7 percent were female. Among
own account workers, males accounted for 75.1 percent while females accounted for 24.9 percent.
Among children assisting in family business, 58.0 percent were male and 42.0 percent were female.

Figure 5.18: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Sex and Status in Employment,
Zambia 2023

17.7 24.9

42.0

Working for someone else for pay Own Account workers Assisting in family business
B Male 1 Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.19 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by rural/urban
and status in employment. In all work statuses, there were more children in rural areas than urban
areas. Among the children who were working for someone else for pay, 67.6 percent were in rural
areas while 32.4 percent were in urban areas.

Figure 5.19: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Rural/Urban and Status in
Employment, Zambia 2023

20.8 21.7
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Working for someone else for pay Own account workers Assisting in family business

M Rural Urban

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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5.9 Children in Paid Work by Relationship to Head

Figure 5.20 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in paid work by relationship to
the household head. Results show that sons/daughters to the household head accounted for the
highest percentage share at 79.6 percent, followed by non-relatives at 6.5 percent. Household heads
accounted for the lowest percentage share at 0.4 percent.

Figure 5.20: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Relationship to Head, Zambia
2023

son/daughter | — 796
Non relative [l 6.5

Brother/sister in law - 3.8
Grandchild [l 2.5
Step child . 1.8
Nephew/niece ] 1.6
Cousin l 1.6
Spouse (husband/wife) [ 1.4
Other relative ]| 0.9

Head |o0.4

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
5.10 Weekly Average Hours of work for Children in Paid Work

Figure 5.21 shows weekly average hours of work for children in paid work by rural/urban. The weekly
average number of hours of work for children in paid work was 12.9 hours. Children working in urban
areas had higher average hours of work than those working in rural areas at 15.5 hours and 11.8
hours, respectively.

Figure 5.21: Weekly Average Hours of Work for Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Rural/Urban, Zambia
2023

155

12.9

Total Rural Urban

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 5.22 shows weekly average hours of work for children (5-17 years) in paid work by sex and
rural/urban. At national level, females had higher weekly average hours of work with 17.4 hours than
males with 10.3 hours. In both rural and urban areas, females had more hours of work than males

with 13.5 hours and 27.2 hours.

Figure 5.22: Average hours of work per Week of Children (5-17 years) in Paid Work by Sex and Rural/Urban,

Zambia 2023
27.2

17.4

13.5

10.3 10.9
8.6

Total Rural Urban
B Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

5.11 Children in Own Use Production Work

Table 5.4 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production
work by rural/urban and sex. Of the 3,564,203 children in own use production work, 61.6 percent

were in rural areas while 38.4 percent were in urban areas.

Both sexes Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 3,564,203 100.0 1,549,228 2,014,975
Rural 2,194,147 61.6 983,133 1,211,014
Urban 1,370,056 384 566,095 803,961

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.24 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by sex
and rural/urban areas. Among the children in own use production work, 56.5 percent were females
while 43.5 percent were males. In rural areas, 55.2 percent were females and 44.8 percent were
males. In urban areas, 58.7 percent were females and 41.3 percent were males.
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Figure 5.23: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Rural/Urban
and Sex, Zambia 2023
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Total Rural Urban
H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.24 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by age
group. The age group 5-11 years accounted for the highest percentage share at 35.2 percent, while
the age group 15-17 years accounted for the lowest at 31.1 percent.

Figure 5.24: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Own Use Production Work by Age Group,

Zambia 2023
35.2
33.7
I )

5-11 12-14 15-17

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.25 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by
province. Results shows that Central Province had the highest percentage share of children in own
use production work at 13.1 percent followed by Lusaka Province at 12.7 percent. Muchinga Province
had the lowest at 5.8 percent.
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Figure 5.25: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Province, Zambia
2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.26 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production by
home-based activity. Cleaning was the most performed activity by children at 23.4 percent, followed
by washing at 21.5 percent. Cooking was the least performed activity at 2.9 percent.

Figure 5.26: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Home-based
Activity, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 5.27 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work
by activity and sex. Washing clothes and caring (for sick, old, young, etc) were the most performed
activities among female children at 25.7 percent each while cleaning was the most performed activity
among male children at 22.5 percent.

Figure 5.27: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Activity and Sex,
Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.28 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by
activity and rural/urban. Cleaning was the most performed activity in the urban areas at 27.1 percent
while caring (for sick; old, young, etc) was the most performed activity in rural areas at 21.6 percent.

Figure 5.28: Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Rural/ Urban and Activity,
Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 5.29 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by
home based activities and age group. Among children that were fetching water, those aged 5-11
years had the highest percentage share at 60.5 percent. For children who reported cooking as an
activity, the age group 12-14 years had the highest share at 40.8 percent while those aged 15-17
years accounted for the highest share among children that reported washing clothes at 42.4 percent.
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Figure 5.29: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Own Use Production Work by Home-Based
Activities and Age Group, Zambia 2023
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Table 5.5 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in own use production work by

province and home-based activities. Among children that reported collecting firewood and cooking,

those in Central Province accounted for the highest percentage share 33.0 percent and 20.5 percent,

respectively. Fetching water was predominant in Northern Province at 19.1 percent while washing in

Copperbelt Province at 15.3 percent. Cleaning and caring (for sick; old, young) were predominant in

Lusaka Province at 17.9 percent and 14.6 percent, respectively.

Home based activities
. . Caring(for
Province Fetching Collecting Cooking Cleaning Washing sick,gfd, O.th.e.r
water firewood activities
young, etc)
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Central 18.1 33 20.5 13.5 9.1 10 2.6
Copperbelt 5.6 2.1 5.1 10.1 153 6.8 16.5
Eastern 7.1 49 6.7 74 8.6 14.4 0
Luapula 10.8 7.1 12.8 13.9 5.1 6.9 17
Lusaka 1.3 1.8 5.1 17.9 12.3 14.6 8.8
Muchinga 6.8 9 3.2 39 42 10.5 0.6
Northern 19.1 13 14.8 11.5 8.2 10.5 0.6
NorthWestern 5.9 9.5 11 7 10.2 12.2 1.2
Southern 8.5 144 19.6 11.9 12.5 4.3 18.9
Western 6.7 5.1 1.4 2.9 144 9.7 337

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Table 5.9 shows weekly average hours of work for children (5-17 years) in own use production work
by home based activities and sex. The weekly average hours of work spent on own use production
work by children was 10.6 hours. Females spent more hours than males with 11.7 hours and 9.3
hours, respectively. Children caring (for the sick; old or young) spent the most hours with 15.5 hours

while children fetching water spent the least hours with 5.8 hours.

Hours spent on own use work

Home-based Activities Total Male Female

Hours Hours Hours

Total 10.6 9.3 11.7
Fetching Water 58 57 5.9
Collecting firewood 7.9 7.8 8.1
Cooking 9.9 10.5 9.0
Cleaning 9.0 9.1 8.9
Washing clothes 12.6 11.2 133
Caring (for sick, old, young, etc.) 15.5 14.0 16.3
Other 9.2 8.2 9.8

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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CHAPTER SIX
CHILD LABOUR

6.1 Introduction

Child Labour Survey Report

This chapter provides an overview in respect to child labour for children aged 5-17 years.

In this report, child labour is identified as the engagement by children in productive activities as
stated in the System of National Accounts (SNA) production boundary and hours of work.

A framework for statistical identification of child labour

General production boundary

SNA production

Non-SNA production

Age group @)

Light work

Children below
minimum age
specified for
light work

(For example,
5-11 years)[2]
Children within
the age range
specified for
light work

(For example,
12-14 years)
Children

at or above
the general
minimum
working age
(For example,
15-17 years)

3 Where applicable at national level

1(b)
Regular work

4 Children in employment other than those covered

Worst forms of child labour

2(b)
Worst forms

2(a .
(a) of child labour
Hazardous
other than
work
hazardous
work

3(a)
Hazardous 3(b)
unpaid Other non-SNA
household production

services[1]

1 3(a) is applicable where the general production boundary is used as a measurement framework for child labour
2 Age group limits may differ across countries depending on national circumstances

_ Denotes child labour defined by the resolution
_ Denotes activities other than child labour
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Table 6.1 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in child labour by rural/
urban and sex. Of the 610,105 children in child labour, 60.3 percent were in rural areas and 39.7
percent were in urban areas.

Total Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 610,105 100.0 252,940 357,165
Rural 368,125 60.3 159,585 208,540
Urban 241,980 39.7 93,355 148,625

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.1 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in child labour by sex and rural/
urban. Overall, there were more females in child labour accounting for 58.5 percent while males
accounted for 41.5 percent. In both rural and urban areas, females accounted for higher percentages
at 56.6 percent and 61.4 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.1: percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Child Labour by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia
2023

58.5 56.6 61.4

41.5

Total Rural Urban
H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Table 6.2 shows the number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in child labour by
age group and sex. Of the 610,105 children in child labour, 23.1 percent were aged 5-11 years, while
those aged 12-14 years and 15-17 years accounted for 32.3 percent and 44.6 percent, respectively.

@ Both Sexes Male Female
Number percent Number Number
Total 610,105 100.0 252,940 357,165
5-11 141,002 23.1 72,782 68,220
12-14 197,256 323 82,944 114,312
15-17 271,847 44.6 97,214 174,633

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 6.2 shows the percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in child labour by province.
Lusaka Province had the highest percentage share of children in child labour at 15.2 percent, while
Northern and Copperbelt Provinces had the lowest at 7.0 percent each.

Figure 6.2: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Child Labour by Province, Zambia 2023

Lusaka
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Western
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.3 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in child labour by work status.
Children in paid work accounted for 11.3 percent children in unpaid home based activities accounted
for 88.7 percent.

Figure 6.3: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Child Labour by Work Status, Zambia

Children in paid work,
11.3

Children in unpaid
home-based activities,
88.7

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
6.2 Child labour prevalence rate

The international standards define the target population for measuring child labour as “all persons
in the age group 5 to 17 years”. It is calculated by using the following formula;

Number of Children in Child Labour(5 — 17 years)
Total Population of children (5 — 17 years)

Child Labour Prevalence Rate =
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Figure 6.4 shows child labour prevalence rate by sex and rural/urban. At national level, child labour
prevalence rate was 8.6 percent. The rate for females was higher at 10.1 percent than that of males
at 7.2 percent. The child labour prevalence rate in rural areas and urban areas was 8.8 percent and
8.4 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.4: Child Labour Prevalence Rate by Sex and Rural/ Urban, Zambia 2023

10.1 10.1 10.0
8.6 88 8.4
7.2 7.5
I I 6.6
Total Rural Urban

B Both Sexes M Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.5 shows percentage distribution of child labour prevalence rate by province. All provinces
had a child labour prevalence rate above the national average (8.6 percent) except Eastern, Central,
Northern and Copperbelt Provinces. Muchinga Province had the highest prevalence rate at 16.2
percent while Copperbelt Province had the lowest at 4.9 percent.

Figure 6.5: Child Labour Prevalence Rate by Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.6 shows child labour prevalence rate by sex and province. North Western Province had the
highest child labour prevalence for females at 18.8 percent while Copperbelt Province had the lowest
at 6.6 percent. The prevalence rate for males was highest in Muchinga Province at 15.0 percent and
lowest in Copperbelt Province at 3.2 percent.
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Figure 6.6: Child Labour Prevalence Rate by Sex and Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

6.3 Income related activities of child labour

17.4

18.8

Table 6.3 shows children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour by rural/urban and sex. Of the

68,574 children in income-related child labour, 74.2 percent were in rural areas and 25.8 in urban areas.

Table 6.3: Number and percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Income-related Child Labour
by Rural/Urban and Sex, Zambia 2023

Rural/Urban Total Male Female
Number percent Number Number
Total 68,574 100.0 54,007 14,567
Rural 50,872 74.2 39,632 11,240
Urban 17,702 25.8 14,375 3,327

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.7 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income related child labour by
sex and rural/urban. There were more males than females in income-related child labour at 78.8

percent and 21.2 percent, respectively. In both rural and urban areas, males had a higher percentage

at 77.9 percent and 81.2 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.7:

77.9 81.2

Total Rural

B Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Urban

18.8

Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Income Related Child Labour by Sex and
Rural/Urban, Zam7lgi§1 2023
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Figure 6.8 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour by
occupation. Children working in elementary occupations had the highest percentage share of the
total children engaged in income related child labour activities at 91.3 percent followed by service
and sales workers occupation at 8.1 percent. The plant and machine operators and assemblers
occupation had the lowest percentage share at 0.6 percent.

Figure.6.8: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Income-related Child Labour by Occupation,
Zambia 2023

91.3
8.1
0.6
Plant and machine operators and Service and sales workers Elementary occupations
assemblers

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.9 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour by
sex and occupation. In all the occupations, males accounted for higher percentage than females
except plant and machine operators and assemblers.

Figure 6.9: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Income-related Child Labour by Sex and
Occupation, Zambia 2023
100.0

78.8 79.3
72.4

21.2 20.7

0.0

Total Service and sales workers  Plant and machine operators Elementary occupations
and assemblers

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.10 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour by
industry. Children working in the agriculture had the highest share in income-related child labour at
61.4 percent while those in the mining and quarrying industry had the lowest at 0.5 percent.
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Figure.6.10: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Income-related Child Labour by Industry,
Zambia 2023

Other Industries _ 13.9
Trade _ 12.6
Construction - 8.2
Manfacturing . 3.4

Mining and Quarrying I 0.5

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

*Qther industries include activities such as babysitting; hairdressing; housemaids, motor vehicle cleaners, hair

washing/barber men, hammer mill operator, garbage collectors, etc.

Figure 6.11 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour
by sex and industry. The mining industry was fully dominated by male children at 100 percent.
Approximately less four in ten (39.3 percent) children in income-related child labour was in trade,
services, agriculture, construction, and manufacturing each were females.

Figure 6.11: Percentage Distribution Of Children (5-17 Years) in Income-Related Child Labour by Sex and
Industry, Zambia 2023

Mining and Quarrying 100.0 0

Manufacturing

N
o
o

Construction 84.8 15.2
Agriculture 69.8 30.2
Other Industries 64.7 35.3
Trade 60.7 39.3

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

*Qther industries include activities such as babysitting; hairdressing; housemaids, motor vehicle cleaners, hair

washing/barber men, hammer mill operator, garbage collectors, etc.
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Figure 6.12 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour
by status in employment. Among children in income-related child labour, 69.6 percent were paid
workers while those assisting in family business and own account workers accounted for 21.1 percent
and 9.2 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.12: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Income-related Child Labour by Status in

Employment, Zambia 2023

Paid workers 69.6

Assisting in a family business

Own account workers

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.13 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income related child labour by
sex and status in employment. Among children in paid work, males accounted for 85.6 percent while
females accounted for14.4 percent. Males had a higher percentage among children working as own
account workers and assisting in a family business at 66.7 percent and 69.7 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.13: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Income-related Child Labour by Sex and
Status in Employment, Zambia 2023

Paid workers 85.6 14.4
33.3

Own account workers

Assisting in a family business 30.3

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 6.14 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in income-related child labour by
rural/urban and status in employment. Among children assisting in a family business, those in rural
areas accounted for 85.3 percent while those in urban areas accounted for 14.7 percent. Children in
rural areas had a higher percentage than urban areas among those working as own account workers
and paid workers at 83.6 percent and 77.2 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.14: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Income-related Child Labour by Rural/Urban
and Status in Employment, Zambia 2023

Assisting in a family business 7

14
22.8

Paid workers

H Rural Urban

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
6.4 Non-Income-Related Activities in Child Labour

Table 6.4 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in non-income related
(home-based) child labour by rural/urban and sex. Of the 540,778 children in non-income related
child labour, 58.5 percent were in rural areas and 41.5 percent in urban areas.

Table 6.4: Number and Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Non-Income Related (Home-
Based) Child Labour by Rural/Urban and Sex, Zambia 2023

Total Male Female

Rural/Urban Number percent Number Number
Total 540,778 100.0 198,932 341,846
Rural 316,500 585 119,953 196,547
Urban 224,278 41.5 78,979 145,299

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 6.15 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in non-income related (home-
based) child labour by sex and rural/urban. At national level, females accounted for 63.2 percent in
non-income related activities whereas males had 36.8 percent. In both rural and urban areas, there
were more female children involved in non-income related child labour activities at 62.1 percent and
64.8 percent, respectively.

Figure 6.15: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Non-Income Related (Home-Based) Child
Labour by Sex and Rural/Urban, Zambia 2023

63.2 62.1 64.8

Total Rural Urban
H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.16 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) involved in non-income related
child labour by home-based activities. Children who were caring (for the sick, old or young) had the
highest percentage share at 36.9 percent while those that reported cooking as their activity had the
lowest at 3.1 percent.

Figure 6.16: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) Involved in Non-Income Related Child Labour by
Home-Based Activities, Zambia 2023

Caring (for the sick;old;young, etc) 36.9
Washing clothes 23.0
Cleaning 16.4
Other activities 10.7
Fetching Water 5.6
Collecting firewood 4.2
Cooking 3.1
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
Figure 6.17 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in non-income related child labour

by activity and sex. There were more female than male children in all home-based activities except
fetching water and collecting firewood at 30.3 percent and 28.8 percent, respectively.
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Figure 6.17: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) Involved in Child Labour (Non-Income) by Home-
Based Activity and Sex, Zambia 2023

Fetching water 69.7 30.3

Collecting firewood 71.2 28.8

I

Cooking 9.1 50.9
Cleaning 42.2 57.8
Washing clothes 24.8 75.2
Caring (for the sick;old;young, etc) 30.9 69.1
Other activities 40.0 60.0

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 6.18 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in non-income related child
labour by rural/urban and home-based activities. There were more children engaged in home-based
activities in the rural areas than urban areas.

Figure 6.18: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) Involved in Child Labour by Rural/Urban and
Home-based Activities, Zambia 2023

Fetching water 60.5 39.5
Collecting firewood 32.0
Cleaning 61.6 38.4
Washing clothes 54.6 45.4
Caring (for the sick;old;young, etc) 58.9 41.1
Other activities 52.9 47.1

H Rural Urban

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

49



i
]ZAMBIA
STATISTICS
- | ] ] AGENCY

“Quality Statistics for Development”

CHAPTER SEVEN
CHILDREN IN HAZRRDOUS CHILD LABOUR

7.1 Introduction

This chapter highlights the hazardous child labour among children (5-17 years). It provides the extent
and prevalence of hazardous child labour disaggregated by rural/urban, sex, age group and province.
Children in hazardous child labour were identified among the children in paid work or employment.

Handling tobacco and cotton at all stages of production;
Human trafficking;

Lifting heavy loads ;

Long working hours;

Night work;

Animal herding;
Block or brick making;
Charcoal burning ;

Explosives ;
Exposure to dust;
Exposure to asbestos and silica dust; Operating power or manual driven machinery ;
Exposure to high voltage ; Selling or saving in bars ;

Exposure to lead; Welding;

Exposure to waterborne disease and infections; Stone crushing;

Exposure to toxic chemicals ; Spraying of pesticide or herbicide ;

Exposure to falling objects; Tour guiding ;

Exposure to physical or sexual abuse; Using or handling sharp cutting tours;

Exposure to high levels of noise ; Underground work;

Excavation or drilling ; Working at a height ;

Fishing ; Working under insufficient light; working under water;

The measurement of children in these hazardous work conditions depends on the extent to which the
relevant elements are covered by the surveys.

Table 7.2 shows number and percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in hazardous child
labour by rural/urban and sex. The number of children in hazardous child labour was 272,432, of
which 59.4 percent were in rural areas and 40.6 percent in urban areas.

Total Male Female
Rural/Urban
Number percent Number Number
Total 272,432 100.0 132,633 139,800
Rural 161,697 594 76,453 85,244
Urban 110,735 40.6 56,180 54,556

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 7.1 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in hazardous child labour by sex
and rural/urban. Of the total number of children in hazardous child labour, females accounted for
51.3 percent while males accounted for 48.7 percent. In urban areas, there were more male children
in hazardous child labour at 50.7 percent than females at 49.3 percent. In rural areas, there were
more female children in hazardous child labour at 52.7 percent than male children at 47.3 percent.
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Figure 7.1: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 Years) in Hazardous Work by Sex and Rural/Urban,
Zambia 2023

51.3 52.7 49.3

Total Rural Urban

H Male Female

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 7.2 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in hazardous child labour by age
group and sex. The age group 15-17 years had the highest percentage share of children in hazardous
work at 42.4 percent while the age group 5-11 years had the lowest at 27.4 percent. Males had a
higher percentage share in all the age groups except age group 5-11 years.

Figure 7.2: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Hazardous Work by Age Group and Sex, Zambia

2023
424 429 418
31.7
574 29.3 30.2 )88
I 25-4 II
5-11

12-14 15-17

H Both Sexes M Male Female
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 7.3 shows percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) in hazardous child labour by
province. Southern Province had the highest percentage share of children in hazardous child labour
at 18.9 percent, followed by Lusaka Province at 17.7 percent. Northern Province had the lowest at
3.1 percent.
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Figure 7.3: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17 years) in Hazardous Work by Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

7.2 Hazardous Child Labour Rate (HCLR)

The hazardous child labour rate (HCLR) gives the prevalence of hazardous work among the population
of children (5-17 years). The indicator reveals the extent of hazardous work within the category of
child population aged 5-17 years.

Hazardous Child Labour Rate =Ch11dren(5—17 }./ears) in Hazardous Work « 100
Total Children(5—17 years)

Figure 7.4 shows the hazardous child labour rate by rural/urban and sex. Results reveals that
hazardous child labour rate was estimated at 3.9 percent. Females had a higher rate than males at
4.0 percent and 3.8 percent, respectively. Rural areas had a rate of 3.9 percent while the urban areas
had a rate of 3.8 percent.

Figure 7.4: Hazardous child labour rate of children(5-17years), sex and rural/urban, Zambia 2023
4.1

3.9
3.8

3.6

Total Rural Urban
M Both Sexes M Male Female
Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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Figure 7.5 shows the hazardous child labour rates of children (5-17 years) by sex and age group. Age
group 15-17 years had the highest hazardous child labour rate at 7.9 percent, while age group 5-11
years had the lowest hazardous child labour rate at 1.9 percent.

Figure 7.5: Hazardous Child Labour Rate of Children (5-17years) by Sex and Age Group, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

Figure 7.6 shows hazardous child labour rates of children (5-17 years) by province. Western Province
had the highest hazardous child labour rate at 7.8 percent, followed by Southern Province at 5.5
percent. Northern Province had the lowest at 1.2 percent.

Figure 7.6: Hazardous Child Labour Rate of Children (5-17years) by Province, Zambia 2023
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Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey

53



i
]ZAMBIA
STATISTICS
- | ] ] AGENCY

“Quality Statistics for Development”

APPENDICES
Appendix A: Methodology of LFS
1.1 Sample Design and Coverage

The sample design applied on the 2023 Labour Force Survey (LFS) is the Split-Panel Design
- the design involves the selection of a master sample of Enumeration Areas (EAs) and/or non-
institutionalized private households from both the rural and urban areas across the whole country.
Four non-overlapping probability samples of EAs, forming a panel are selected from the master
sample. One panel was surveyed in each quarter. The sample was divided into 4 cycles, each of which
was surveyed within 3 months of the given quarter. These subsamples for each quarter are designed
to give estimates that are only reliable at national and rural/urban levels while the combined sample
would give estimates at provincial levels and other domains.

1.2 Sample Stratification and Allocation

The sampling frame for the 2023 QLFS was one developed from the 2022 Census of Population and
Housing. The frame provides details for the province, district, constituency and ward (i.e. names and
codes), as well as number of households and population for each EA. For the purposes of survey
undertaking, the number of households as well as the population are used for selecting Enumeration
Areas (EAs). The EA is the Primary Sampling Unit (PSU) for this survey. The 2022 sampling frame had
a total of 36,770 EAs from which 520 EAs were selected for the 2023 Labour Force Survey.

In order to have equal precision of estimates in all the domains and at the same time take into
account variation in the sizes of the domains, the survey adopted the Square Root sample allocation
method (i.e. Neyman allocation). The allocated samples were multiples of four to facilitate for the
rolling of equal samples during each of the four cycles.

Province Number of EAs per Year Number of Households per Year
Central 48 960
Copperbelt 80 1,600
Eastern 48 960
Luapula 40 800
Lusaka 88 1,760
Muchinga 40 800
Northern 48 960
North Western 40 800
Southern 48 960
Western 40 800
Total 520 10,400

Source: 2023 Labour Force Survey
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1.3 Sample Selection

The QLFS employed a two-stage stratified cluster sampling design whereby 520 EAs, as shown in
Table 1.1, were selected with Probability Proportional to Estimated Size (PPES) in the first stage
using the number of households as the measure of size. In the second stage, 20 households were
selected from an updated list of households in a sampled enumeration area using a systematic
random sampling (SRS).

1.4 Estimation Procedure

Due to the disproportional allocation of the sample to the different strata (i.e. provinces), sampling
weights are required to ensure actual representativeness of the sample at national and sub-national
levels. The product of the inverses of the probabilities of selecting the EAs in the first-stage and
of selecting the households in the second stage are the weights for individuals in the dataset. The
probability of selecting an EA was calculated as follows:

pL = apMp;
Zi Mhi

Where P1hi = the first selection probability of EAs

ah =the number of EAs selected in stratum h

Mhi = the size of the ith EA in the stratum h

Yimh = the total size of stratum h

The selection probability of the household is calculated as follows:

P? = Mhi
l
Nyi

Where
P2hi = the second selection probability of households
nhi =the number of households selected from the ith EA of stratum h
Nhi = the total number of households listed in an EA
Therefore, the EA specific sample weight was calculated as follows:
W 1

i = D1, p2
Pp; * Pp;
1.5 Post-Stratification Adjustment

The base weights for the 2023 QLFS were adjusted so that the population obtained was comparable
to the projected mid-year population of 2023.

Yoroj

Yorrs

Therefore, the final weight was obtained accordingly.
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1.6 Estimation Process

In order to correct for differential representation, all estimates from the QLFS data are weighted
accordingly.

Therefore, if yhij is an observation on variable Y for the jth household in the ith EA of the hth stratum,
then the estimated total for the hth stratum is expressed as follows:

ap Nnp
Yn, = thi Vhij
=1 j=1

Where:

YhT = the estimated total for the hth stratum

I =1 to ah: the number of selected clusters in the stratum
J=1to nh: the number of sample household in the stratum.
The national estimate is obtained using the following estimator

10
Yr = Z Ynr
i=1

Where:
YT = the national total estimate
K=1to 10is the total number of strata (10 provinces)

1.7 Data Collection

Data collection for the QLFS 2023 was undertaken during the first two weeks of the last month of
quarterly cycles. A well-structured electronic questionnaire configured on tablets (Computer Assisted
Personal Interviewing - CAPI) was used to collect information from respondents through face-to-
face interview process. A total of about 77 enumerators was hired to collect the data countrywide.

1.8 Data Processing

Raw data is captured in CSPro format which was later exported to SPSS files for editing purposes
and analysis.
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